teresting cases brought under our notice, in the amount of valuable information elicited by debate, as well as in the continued support given to the main objects of the society, by the regular and full attendance of its members.
In laying before you a succinct account of our proceedings, I
shall be compelled to omit many points well worthy of insertion, as I am desirous of not trespassing on your time longer than is necessary to draw an outline of the subjects as they occurred. At our first meeting this session, a case was detailed, in which three spiculse of bone had been driven into the brain of a child eighteen months old, where they remained for four months, with-VOL. LXIV. NO. 165 . T 
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A case of splenitis, caused by malarious poison on the coast of Africa, has been detailed, the chief interest of which, independent of the pathological appearances, was the fact, that the patient had never suffered from fever of any kind. In this as in other instances where the spleen has been enlarged and its functions impaired, the skin had a remarkably sallow tint.
A coloured drawing, representing the appearance of medullary deposits in the lung, has been exhibited, taken from a patient who died with a large tumour (medullary sarcoma) on one shoulder, and complete metamorphosis of the opposite lung into the same structure.
Two specimens of urine, coloured by the action of sulphuretted hydrogen, have been shown, taken from a woman who had been using large quantities of mercury without any effects upon the gums. One that had been tested while she was taking the mineral showed an intensely black deposit. The other tested ten days after was much less dense, and stood six hours before the effects of the reagent were perceptible. At the same time a specimen was presented to the museum, of a most remarkable and curious form of internal strangulation, produced by the ileum encircling the sigmoid flexure of the colon in such a manner as to produce the first tie of a knot. This gave rise to a discussion upon the propriety of recommending an operation, where the evidence of internal strangulation was conclusive; the majority considering it as unjustifiable, more especially as in the case before us, such was the character of the obstruction that it could not be discovered on the dead subject till after minute examination.
A rectum and colon have been presented to our notice, from which proceeded a number of appendices, appearing externally like fibrous tumours, hanging by small pedicles, but which, on slitting up the gut, were found to be hernise of the mucous membrane through the muscular coat, each being filled with fsecal matter.
It was not known whether the patient had been subject to constipation.
A fatal case of hemorrhage from the intestinal mucous membrane has been detailed, affording conclusive evidence that an effusion of blood sufficient to destroy life may occur without any solution of continuity.
A rare preparation of hemorrhage into the Pons Varolii has been Report of the Liverpool Pathological Society. 283 presented to our museum, the value of which has been greatly enhanced by the full history of the case being given with it.
A case of partial softening of the Pons Varolii occurring in a robust young man who had previously suffered from painters' colic, has been detailed,?a great point of interest being the existence of lead in the cerebellum, in quantity sufficient to make a very evident deposit upon zinc wire.
An instance of inflammatory softening of the spinal chord, the result of external violence, has been recorded, which was remarkable for the rapidity of its progress and the circumscribed character of the disease?no marks of inflammation being perceptible in any of-the meninges.
Two cases of tumours attached to nerves have been related, one occurring near the knee joint, where, after four years of aggravated suffering, a nervous filament was cut through, and a tumour the size of a small pea removed. The other was situated in the neck, in close connection with three nerves of the brachial plexus, and on being pressed between the fingers, or cut into, produced great pain, leading one to infer that it was absolutely composed of neurine.
We have, during the present session, been greatly favoured with the inspection of an uterus, taken from a woman who died of pneumonia at the eighth month of pregnancy, containing the foetus and its appendages entire, as well as with the examination of others after abortion at various periods.
A large polypus, of a fibrous character, has been shown, which had been expelled from the uterus by contractions produced by the ergot of rye,?the case being recorded at great length in the Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal.
An instance of ovarian dropsy proving rapidly fatal, by bursting into the peritoneum, has been brought under our notice; and two ovaries containing large serous sacs, probably in the first stage of enlargement.
A large concretion composed of human hair, taken from the stomach of a lady of weak intellect, has been exhibited, the chief us with the account of a new and useful test for arsenic (Reinsch's,) by which he was able readily to detect the presence of that mineral in the mamma, liver, spleen, stomach, &c. of a patient who died from its application to the skin of the breast in the form of a plaster for the cure of a supposed cancer.
The pleura and lung, a mass of diseased bronchial glands, and a scirrhous tumour of the uterus from a patient who died three years subsequently to the removal of a scirrhous mamma, have been added to our museum.
Two cases of granular degeneration of the kidney have been brought before us, one complicated with enormous cerebral haemorrhage, the other with enlargement of the heart, and regurgitation through the tricuspid valve.
An ulcerated bladder in connection with both kidneys tubercularly diseased, and another affected with carcinoma reticulare, the disease spreading along the mucous membrane of the ureters to the kidneys, have been exhibited to the society.
Several cases of fracture of the skull, terminating fatally, have been brought under our observation, which were remarkable for the variety and obscurity of their symptoms, and the difficulty of explaining those present, when the extent of injury was discovered.
We have had to record a melancholy instance of sudden death from perforating ulcer of the stomach, where the patient, however, lived for three days; and another where death took place in thirty-eight hours from rupture of the intestine by external violence.
A coloured drawing of a sloughing ulcer of the umbilicus, occurring ten days after birth in a female child, and proving fatal in four days, has been exhibited. In this department of pathology much yet remains to be done, which can only be effected by extreme care and accuracy in noting the history and symptoms of these formidable diseases.
Nor can we propose to ourselves a more noble object than the discovery of some plan by which we can promote their cure or mitigate their severity ; an object which I trust the society will ever (as it always has done) bear in mind ; since, apart from motives of curiosity, the only legitimate reason for pursuing pathological investigations, is that we may be enabled to deduce from them observations which will benefit the living. A natural question arising out of this case was,?did the violence suffered at Kirkdale produce the aneurism ? The grounds for supposing that it did are the age the patient had attained, the softness of the coagula, the subsequent progress of the tumour, and the condition of the artery.
The age of the patient?because the ordinary period of life at which aortic aneurism occurs is the fortieth year, the extremes ranging between thirty and sixty, scarcely one in a hundred reaching the age of sixty-five. If then a man shall have attained his seventy-fifth year, there is a strong presumption that he will not suffer from spontaneous aneurism.
The softness of the coagula?for when once an aneurism has been of some months'' duration and increasing slowly, the clots are firm, hard, and capable even of resisting for some time the effusion of blood though the sac burst. In the case before us they were soft, flabby, and easily broken down.
The subsequent progress of the tumour?the rapidity with 304
Report of the Liverpool Pathological Society. which it proved fatal after it once showed itself, was what we should expect from the time it first made its appearance after the injuries were received. by touching some powdered chalk with the point of the finger, and then placing it upon the mucous membrane. There was also a slightly red patch at the splenic extremity, from which it is possible that blood might have exuded. The stomach, the duodenum, and the upper part of the jejunum were externally of the natural colour; but the lower part of the jejunum and the whole of the ileum were externally very dark, and being opened were found to contain a blackish fluid. The internal surface had a brownish-red discoloured appearance.
The liver, spleen, pancreas, and uterus presented no marks of disease.
It would seem that the great loss of blood which caused the death of the patient was the effect of exudation from the mucous membrane of a large portion of the jejunum and the whole of the ileum, for these portions of the intestines were externally almost perfectly black, whilst the duodenum, the upper part of the jejunum, and the large intestines were of the natural colour, although they also contained dark-coloured fluid. The perforation of the stomach probably took place three years before her death, when she had the severe attack of pain for which she was leeched.
Perforation, when it does not prove fatal, seems to cause adhesion of the stomach to the liver more frequently than to any of the neighbouring organs. Dr Abercrombie has collected from his own practice, as well as from the writings of others, several cases of adhesion to the liver. M. Amedee Lefevre, in a paper published in the Archives Generates de Medecine, has detailed two cases where the escape of the contents of the stomach into the cavity of the abdomen was prevented by adhesion to the spleen. In some instances, also, the stomach has become adherent to the diaphragm, and in others to the colon. In the majority of such cases, it is probable that adhesive inflammation unites the two organs before the perforation is complete. There is, however, reason to believe that in a few instances in which it is not so, recovery has still taken place, when from an early period rigid abstinence, perfect quiet, and opium have been prescribed.
We are still much in the dark as to the causes of perforation of the stomach from simple ulceration. It has, however, been long known that the disease is much more common in women similar to what has been described. This is readily done on thin flaccid subjects, in whom the mesentery is little loaded with fat, by raising the sigmoid flexure with the left hand and pushing the lowest portion of the ilium behind it into the pelvis with the right. On inflating the portions of intestine above and below the knot, they will be found to maintain their position, and to present, indeed, a perfect fac simile of the preparation described. The tympanitic state of the bowels contributed in no slight degree to keep up and increase the strangulation. The constricted appearance of the parts forming the knot, and the intense congestion of those portions of the intestine suffering from its effects indicated the severity of the strangulation, and the utter hopelessness of all remedial means for its relief. The patient is suddenly attacked with severe pain of the eye, which gradually declines, vision begins to return, and continues slowly to improve; and at the end of a year and a half the patient is able to distinguish large objects with the eye which was formerly blind, and the nucleus of the crystalline lens is found lying in the anterior chamber.
With 
